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As is often the case with Historically Speaking I have had a number of very interesting contacts since the 
first article of this series published. I have also purchased the March 13, 1950, edition of Time magazine 
which contains a report of the Klaus Fuchs trial in Great Britain. The best contact on Klaus Fuchs came 
from my good friend, John Iacovino, who wanted to share his “contact” with Klaus Fuchs, even if it was 
after Fuchs was in prison.  
 
John arrived in Oak Ridge in 1957 to a job as a Nuclear/Chemical engineer at the K-25 Gaseous 
Diffusion Plant. He knew of Klaus Fuchs and was aware he had been arrested and placed in prison in 
Great Britain. John knew the connection with Fuchs and other spies such as Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, 
who were most notable as they were executed in June, 1953. Also well known then was Harry Gold who 
had been a contact for Fuchs and David Greenglass who was connected to the Rosenbergs. 
 
John also knew that Fuchs was born in Germany, went to England to flee Nazi persecution, became a 
physicist, worked with the British scientists and came to the US without ever being “cleared” by our 
authorities. Neither was he investigated by the British, although his past actions would have been easily 
learned if either country had done even a rudimentary investigation into his association with Communism.  
So imagine John’s sense of heightened intrigue when, “a few months later, I got to know a whole lot more 
about him as a scientist.” 
  
John continued, “One of my first assignments was to research the existing classified documents for 
possible improvements to the upper most portion of the cascade, K-306-7 sections, and prepare them to 
possibly separate other metal isotopes, e.g. Molybdenum which would be useful to a NASA project to 
construct a nuclear reactor second stage propellant system for long range flights.” 
 
“One of the first very pertinent Top Secret documents that I studied was authored by Fuchs. In it he 
outlined easily added modifications to the gaseous diffusion process that would dramatically improve 
production efficiency. 
 
“It really stunned me, as a 23 year old working and being involved in the daily withdrawal of the total US 
production of purified U-235 and transmitting those numbers by special telephone using a code 
identification, that Fuchs knew not only everything about our production capabilities, but also what could 
be done to improve it. 
 
“I came to the conclusion that security depended on the integrity of all the people you employed more 
than the restrictions imposed. 
 
John added as a postscript to his email to me on Fuchs, “I also had another work experience of 
determining the size of an unknown gaseous diffusion plant just from aerial photographs. After a week 
with a few other engineers, we did it and wondered where the pictures came from, but were not told. A 
few months later the U-2 piloted by [Francis Gary] Powers was shot down, and I surmised that his earlier 
flight had obtained the photographs. 
 
The March 13, 1950, Time magazine contains a description of the British court where, “…England’s Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Goddard, robed in icy dignity and a scarlet gown entered the oak-paneled courtroom 
of the Old Bailey.” He was there to render judgment on Klaus Fuchs, notable atomic bomb spy that was 
an embarrassment to the good Lord’s nation, Great Britain. 
 
The proceedings began when the court clerk “solemnly read the indictment accusing Fuchs of 
communicating ‘to a person unknown information relating to atomic research…directly or indirectly useful 
to an enemy.’” To this charge, Fuchs whispered, “Guilty.” 
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“’My Lord,’ began the Prosecutor, Attorney General Sir Hartley Shawcross…’This is a case of the utmost 
gravity…The prisoner is a Communist, and that is at once the explanation and indeed the tragedy of this 
case…’” He then proceeded to relate the story Fuchs had told in his confession. 
Shawcross told the Lord Goddard, “Fuchs had decided to stop being an open Communist and had gone 
underground. It was the morning after the Reichstag fire in 1933, when the Nazis declared open season 
on Communists (whom the falsely accused of setting the fire).” 
 
The Times article notes that Lord Goddard, “…opened the small silver box and took a pinch of snuff.” It 
was about at this time that the prosecutor concluded his remarks by saying, “It should perhaps be said 
that this man’s confession was made while he was still a free man able to come and go as he chose and 
consult with friends and lawyers.“ 
 
The defense recounted Fuchs’ youth in Germany and his “controlled schizophrenia” meaning one-half of 
his mind was Communist and the other half supposedly loyal to Britain. Lord Goddard snapped that he 
could not understand such strange talk.  
 
The Times report states, “The thing that stirred Lord Goddard, and really all of Great Britain, most was the 
defense counsel’s calm statement that Fuchs had been a ‘known Communist,’ that his record in the 
Home Office said clearly that Fuchs had been a member of the Communist Party in Germany. Prosecutor 
Shawcross lamely admitted that this was true.” 
 
When “called on” Fuchs read a statement in a high, tinny voice said to be “barely intelligible underneath 
his heavy German accent.” He concluded his statement by proclaiming “I have had a fair trial” and he 
thanked Lord Goddard. At this point the Times reports that Lord Goddard leaned forward on his bench 
and a “chill passed through the courtroom.” 
 
In a hard voice, Lord Goddard said, “You have betrayed the hospitality and protection given you with the 
grossest treachery…Your object being to strengthen that creed which then was known to be inimical to all 
freedom-loving countries…You have imperiled the right of asylum which this country has hitherto 
extended. Dare we now give shelter to political refugees who might be followers of this pernicious creed?” 
 
Goddard continued, “You might have imperiled the good relations between this country and the great 
American republic with whom His Majesty is allied…It is not so much for punishment that I impose 
penalty, for punishment to a man of your mentality means nothing. My duty is to safeguard this country.” 
 
It was then that Lord Goddard imposed a sentence of 14 years, the maximum under British law.  
 
A result of these proceedings was that Britain officials were so taken aback by the fact that a top scientist 
working on the atomic bomb was a Communist and even more chagrined by his written record being 
ignored, that they ordered a recheck of all personnel records in all government departments. To say they 
were embarrassed is to far understate the situation. The British felt they might never recover their respect 
in the eyes of their allies. 
 
A footnote to the Times article states, “British immigration officials have already begun to tighten the 
fence against ‘undesirables.’ Typical was the case of one Nikola Martinovic, who flew into London from 
Switzerland last week, described himself as a political refugee from Tito’s Yugoslavia seeking asylum in 
Britain. When immigration inspectors told him that his visa had expired, he shouted wildly: ‘I don’t want to 
go back! I will commit suicide if you send me back to Yugoslavia!’ after a night under guard, Martinovic 
was put on a plane bound for Switzerland. Over St. Quentin, France, he opened a door of the plane, 
jumped 6,000 feet to his death.  
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The cover of TIME magazine for March 13, 1950 containing the article on Klaus Fuchs’ trial 
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Page 27 of the March 13, 1950, TIME magazine contains the details of the Klaus Fuchs trial 
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John Iacovino who was amazed to learn how much Klaus Fuchs understood about the gaseous diffusion 
process 

 
  


